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Ecuador - land of Many opportunities to
the “Pachamama” teach the Word!

The invitation to give 10 days of courses, conferences Thanks to the effective planning of Fred Jonkman and 
and sermons in Ecuador brought back old memories Luis Carlos, my ten days in Ecuador were full of 
and new experiences!  On my former visits to Bolivia, teaching opportunities.  Fred and Luis direct the 
another Andean country, heir of the old Inca empire, I 
had become familiar with some aspects of the 
indigenous Andean peoples, customs and religion.  
Ecuador also has many groups whose dress, language, 
and customs go back for thousands of years - 
including the worship of the earth, the “Pachamama”. 

growing MINTS (Miami International Theological 
Seminary) study centers, which have grown to six 
centers around Ecuador.  Two are in the Federal 
prison!  CLIR and MINTS work hand in hand, and we 
often share activities.  In this case I was invited to give 
a course on the Holy Spirit in Quito and Ibarra, speak 
twice in the prison, speak to 50 young people on “the 

I am told that the ancient Incas were very precise challenge of paganism today” (foto above), as well as 
in their positioning of the magnetic equator, having several other talks and meetings with diverse groups.  
built various temples and palaces exactly on it.  It was 
only until the last century that scientists could confirm 
the ancient wisdom.  But it isn’t only the ruins of 
ancient paganism that have endured.  The ancient 
worship of the creation continues very much alive!

Old and new paganism have joined to attempt the 
full paganization of Ecuador.  I guess it was no 
surprise to find that the LGBT (Lesbians Gays Bi-
sexual and Transvestites) movement was well 
organized and clamoring for gay marriage.  The 
disappointing thing was to find that some evangelicals 
can neither understand nor embrace the Apostle Paul’s 
condemnation of creature-worship in Romans 1, and 
Scripture’s call to affirm clearly the Creator whose 
Word and Salvation come to us from heaven. 

Ecuador- the middle 
of the world!
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The 300 year old prison was sort of scary, to say the 
least.  After waiting to get processed, we went through 
several sets of prison gates with guards who checked to 
see if we had the proper inked-stamps on our arms.  Once 
in the prison yard, what impressed me was the amount of 
people and the noise.  

The Quito Federal prison is over crowded, to say the 
least.  In the 6ft X 12ft cells two men sleep on bunks, and 
two on the floor, half under the lower bed.  However, 
because family and friends can visit three times a week, 
and the guards “allow” money and products to enter, the 
men have many things - including small stores, cell 
phones (!), gas stoves, drugs, and who knows what else!

My new friend, pastor Gerardo, has been working in 
the prison for 14 years.  Due to his MINTS courses, he 
has become thoroughly Reformed, and so is his 
congregation inside the prison!  There are several 
ordained elders, and I was thoroughly impressed with 
the knowledge, commitment and quality of faith of these 
men.

Another pleasant surprise was to find the Spanish 
Crossroad material being liberally used!  The more 
advanced students correct the beginners.  Literally 
hundreds of men are hearing the Gospel - many for the 
first time.  And what a refreshing thing to see the 
Reformed faith thriving in this environment!

We have a few particular needs that 
we could use help with - “hands 

on” folks needed!

1. Auto body work - paint.  Our 1983   
      van needs it’s first re-painting!

2.  Some electrical work on cars

3.  Some electrical work at school

If available, contact us!

Organized church in prison! Help provide a library
 for prison inmates!
Over 50 men are formally studying theology in the 

Quito Federal prison, and some are taking Masters 
level courses!  They do not have the materials 
necessary for all their courses, and I promised to try to 
help them out.

If you would like to help us raise $200 for the 
Prison Library, please earmark your gift “Ecuador 
Prison Library” (see addresses below).  We will send 
as many CLIR’s books as possible.

The Quito Prison Library will benefit possibly 
hundreds of men in future years who come to the Lord 
in prison, and wish to prepare themselves 
theologically.

Please send donations tagged  “CLIR” or 
“Tepeyac school” to:

In Canada:
Thunder Bay United Reformed Church
PO Box 32012, 572 Arthur St. W
Thunder Bay, ON P7E0A1
Canada

Bethany URC
Attn: JVC
5401 Byron Center Ave
Wyoming, MI 49519

We thank those who have given generously for the 
Calvin Commentary translation of Genesis!  The work is 
fully underway.  The entire introduction to Genesis is now 
translated, along with five chapters of commentary.

Thank you to all who have cooperated with this project!  
We have two translators dedicated to this job - Daniel Lobo 
and Donald Herrera - both of whom have done many 
translations for CLIR.  Pray for them!

We have received $8,000 and the promise of a 
matching fund so far! We have only about $5,000 to go.   
Praise the Lord!  The response has been encouraging!

Genesis translation
underway!
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