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Earthquake in Costa Rica!
As many have probably heard, there was an 

earthquake in Costa Rica with a magnitude of 7.6.  
The epicenter was in the northwest part of the country, 
far from the metropolitan centers.  There was much 
damage to buildings, however, two deaths and many 
injuries.  The quake was felt strongly in San José, and 
our print shop was rocked hard, with books and 
papers falling to the ground.  Fortunately there was no 
major damage to anyone we know.

For those who have never felt an earthquake of 
over 7 on the Richter scale, it is a frightening 
experience.  Since the earth itself is being shaken, 
there is simply no where to hide.  During our 27 years 
in Costa Rica, Aletha and I have experienced two very 
severe earthquakes, one of which moved the cement 
wall in our back yard a full 10 inches.  During a strong 
earthquake the earth literally “roars”, and there are 
often waves in the earth of up to a foot high that roll 
across the surface.  We certainly can understand the 
biblical account that describes judgment day with a 
roar, earthquakes, and why the unbelievers will cry 
for the mountains to fall upon them! (2 Peter 3:10, 
Rev. 6:16).  

Costa Ricans, like most of us in the West, have 
become more and more secular, and try to find some 
sort of comfort in understanding “plate tectonics” and 
“volcanic faults”.  It is becoming increasingly 
difficult for our churches to be heard, when we 
announce that such earthquakes are “signs” of a final 
judgment.  Please pray for the witness of our 
Reformed churches in Costa Rica as we try to be 
faithful to the Gospel proclamation in a secularized 
society.

Steady at the helm
In spite of earthly earthquakes and other 

pressures, our Costa Rica team has been “steady at the 
helm”.  One of the greatest concerns at the moment is 
our financial situation (see graph to the right).  While 
God has continued to open many opportunities for our 
work in Costa Rica and in Latin America, funding has  
lagged, causing extreme pressure and concerns for 
the ministry.  

For example, new contacts have requested  

conferences  and  books  f rom the  Lat in  
AmericanFellowship of Reformed Churches (CLIR) 
in Panama and in Belize, and CLIR has met these 
requests with conference speakers Donald Herrera 
and Nick Lammé.  The reception was very positive, 
and we rejoice that these new churches are joining the 
network that CLIR represents.  

As we mentioned in our last letter, the publishing 
ministry of CLIR has produced an incredible amount 
of literature this year.  CLIR has re-published various 
books, and produced new titles. However, we are in 
jeopardy of having to severely cut publication of the 
Journal Reforma Siglo 21for the Fall of 2012, which 
is the main communication organ of CLIR, as well as 
an important way to promote Reformed theology 
throughout Latin America.  Also, we have requests 
for conferences in the coming months which will 
have to be cancelled if funds are not available.  In 
spite of sharply rising costs in Costa Rica, our budget 
has remained very modest, and our four employees 
are presently underpaid, a situation we urgently need 
to address.

We believe that the ministry of CLIR is vital to the 
advance of the Reformed faith in Latin America.  All 
of us on the CLIR team are convinced of God’s call in 
our lives to this ministry.

Please consider the needs of CLIR for your end 
of the year giving!  

Mission Costa Rica!
Rev. Bill & Aletha Green

(These amounts do not include the salaries of the 
Greens or the Lamme’s,  but only the operating budget 
of CLIR which includes printing, translation, conferences
and the salaries of our four employees.  The salaries
of the Greens and Lamme’s are over and above these
numbers, and also need funding.)

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel because it is the power of God for salvation...” Romans 1:16



Tepeyac school 

update

Please send donations tagged “Rev. Green 
salary” or “CLIR” or “Tepeyac school” to: In Canada:

Thunder Bay URC
PO Box 33012, 572 Arthur St. W
Thunder Bay, ON P7E0A1
Canada

Replacement parts!
We are deeply thankful to God for the advances of 

modern medicine.  I (Bill) had a hip replacement 
surgery  October 1.  The pain in my hip had become an 
impediment to walking and working. My recovery has 
been unexpectedly rapid!

I had the operation in Escondido, California.  
Marv and Judy Van’t Land of the Escondido, URC, 
have kindly let us use their house, garage and shop! 
(For those of you who know us, “shops” are good 
things!)   They have quite spoiled us.  We are thankful 
to God and the Van’t Lands for their generosity.

Contact information
We apologize that in our last newsletter we 

didn’t give contact information.  Here it is:

Telephone:  (616) 644-2904
Email:  

Bill - greenb@racsa.co.cr
           Aletha:  alethagreen@hotmail.com

The Tepeyac Christian school is heading into the last 
stretch of their school year, which finalizes the end of 
November.  The year has gone well, with the “normal” 
challenges of administrating an educational institution in 
this modern world where government bureaucracy 
obstructs and Christian values are under attack!  In spite 
of these things, the school Board reports good progress in 
general for this year.

Financial challenge - the one main area of difficulty 
is the area of finances.  There are 26 students who require 
financial aid, which totals the amount of about $45,000.  
In the past, this tuition aid was received from the US and 
Canada, but this year only $9,000 has been sent.  If you 
can help, please consider a generous gift for the 
Tepeyac school tuition aid fund.  And a big “Muchas 
gracias” to all who have sacrificed for this ministry!

For Thanksgiving

and Year’s end

giving - please 

consider:

CLIR opportunities -

Publication of Reformed works in

 apologetics, commentaries

and Christian education

Conferences for elders, pastors and

deacons (we are short $30,000 

as of this writing)

Tepeyac Christian school

Tuition aid for needy families

(still need $36,000 this year)

High school construction ($65,000)

Special prayer 
request

Health - several brothers in Costa Rica are suffering 
from health problems.  Please remember Gilson (a 
deacon) and Lester Martínez (CLIR administrator)

Praise - Praise the Lord for Warner Cascante and Juan 
Carlos Ramírez, two elders who have faithfully 
shepherded the Pacto de Gracia church in the Green’s 
absence.

Bethany URC
Attn: JVC
5401 Byron Center Ave
Wyoming, MI 49519
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